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Micronutrient Forum External Engagement Policy 
 
To advance its mission, the Micronutrient Forum (the Forum) strives to foster multi-sectorial and 
cross-discipline coordination and collaboration on micronutrient-specific and -sensitive topics. As 
such, it engages with a diverse set of stakeholders, including private sector actors, academics, 
policymakers, implementors, and civil society. The Forum recognizes that active engagement with 
all these stakeholders, including private sector actors, is required to contribute to a world without 
micronutrient malnutrition.  
 
The Forum is therefore committed to working in partnership, guided by the following principles: 

1. Benefit: The Forum is committed to engagements that have the potential to bring a benefit 
that it cannot attain on its own, such as access to networks, access to resources including 
financial donations and sponsorships, non-financial gifts in-kind of material goods, services, 
time, or expertise. Additionally, the benefits of an external engagement must outweigh any 
potential real or perceived risks. 

2. Relevance: Any collaborative activities with a stakeholder must have relevance to and be in 
support of achieving the Forum’s strategic goals. 

3. Independence: Engagements must be consistent with the mission of the Forum and not 
undermine the Forum’s integrity or credibility, notably by having its agenda be externally 
influenced. 

4. Evidence-Based: Engagements must be committed to sound, evidence-based public health 
nutrition practice. 

5. Transparency: The Forum strives for full transparency to all of its stakeholders, notably 
through the public disclosure of all engagements (including, but not exclusive to committee 
membership, technical consultations, sponsorship, and funders among other types of 
engagements) on the Forum’s website. 

6. Accountability: All engagement activities will be defined in a manner that ensures clear and 
mutually agreed roles, responsibilities, and goals; any benefits will be spelled out in 
accordance with Forum policies. 

7. Diversity: The Forum will strive to ensure a diversity and balance of stakeholder 
engagement. 

 
A due diligence process must be undertaken for any potential partner before an agreement is made. 
In broad terms, the due diligence process is meant to determine – to the best of our ability – 
what risks exist in the possibility of partnering with a particular entity. Some areas are seen as non-
negotiable, while many should be discussed so that potential risks are understood and documented. 
 
The Forum will not engage (collaborate with or accept funding from) partners and their leadership 
that: 

1. Produce tobacco or armaments  
2. Have been involved in child labor practices, human rights violations or corruption.  

 
In addition, in the absence of better methods for assessing and monitoring compliance with the 
International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes (BMS), the Forum will not, at this time, 
actively solicit or accept funding from any BMS Producers/manufacturers and 
charitables/foundations/trade associations funded by one or more BMS producers/manufacturers.  
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